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A. He saw no difficulty if the society was of his conception,
that is based on non-violence. Thus supposing populous Bengal
with its gifted Tagores and Suhrawardys framed a constitution
based on independence, and Assam with its opium habit dreamed
away life, Orissa with its skeletons had no wish, and Bihar was
occupied in family slaughter, they would all three be afiected
and covered by Bengal. Such infectiousness was inherent in
his scheme of independence which was friends to all and enemy
to none. It might well be that his was a voice in the wilderness.
If so, it was India's misfortune.
-Q. Do you expect the constitution of the free provinces to
be made so attractive that others would voluntarily be drawn
into it ?
A. Attractiveness was inherent in everything that was
inherently good.
Q. Supposing the whole of Group A forms a common con-
stitution, do you think provinces which are now under Group
B or C will be able to join A if they so desire ?
A. It went without saying that if Group A succeeded
in framing a good constitution, not only would it -be open to B
and C to join, they would be irresistibly drawn to it.
Q. What about the States? Who will decide whether a
State should join the Union or not: the present rulers or the
people ? If it is to be the latter then what changes would you
expect to be first made in the constitutions of the present
States ?
A. He was a mere humble ryot but he belonged to the
many crores. The Rajahs were nominally 640, in reality they
were probably less than 100. Whatever the number was, they
were so few that in an awakened India, they could only exist
as servants of the ryots not in name but in actual practice. He
did not share the fear underlying the question that the British
would be so dishonest as to play the Rajahs against the ryots.
That was not the note of the Cabinet Mission Paper. But why
should India depend upon the British Cabinet ? When1 India
was ready, neither the British nor thet Rajahs, nor any combi-
nation of the Powers could keep India from her destined goal,
tier birthright, as the Lokataanya would have said.
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